
2013 VEDA Commonwealth Sponsors 
 

Albemarle County 
Albemarle County, situated among the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Central Virginia, 

boasts strong educational, commercial, and recreational resources for those who choose to live and 
work within its borders. Albemarle County is one of the most desirable locations in Virginia and in the 
nation, with an excellent school system, low taxes, a skilled and educated workforce, and a wealth of 
cultural, historic and recreational amenities in a beautiful setting. Our community is energized by 
entrepreneurship and invention fueled by the University of Virginia, one of the country’s most 
renowned research institutions. Our focus on innovation, ideas and opportunity make Albemarle an 
ideal place to work, live and play. 

Over 300 professional, scientific, and technical businesses thrive in Albemarle, and the county 
recognizes and celebrates the importance of local food and homegrown entrepreneurship, creating an 
innovative and diverse business community. Unemployment rates in the county are consistently lower 
than state and national averages, and with almost 50% of Albemarle County residents possessing a 
Bachelor’s degree or higher, the qualifications and skill levels of our workforce are unparalleled. 
Albemarle embraces its vibrant local arts and agritourism scene, hosting the Crozet Music Festival each 
year, as well as showcasing its artisan breweries, wineries, and craft studios through the Monticello 
Artisan Trail, the Monticello Wine Trail and the Brew Ridge Trail. Shenandoah National Park and the Blue 
Ridge Parkway touch the western frontier of the county, and Albemarle itself possesses over 2000 acres 
within its parks system along with miles of trails, greenways and bike paths. 

Contact: Lee Catlin 
Email: lcatlin@albemarle.org  Website:  http://www.albemarle.org/ 

 

City of Charlottesville 
The City’s Office of Economic Development (OED) serves as the lead agency for city based 

economic development efforts. The OED team works to enhance Charlottesville’s economy, creating 
quality jobs, increasing per capita income and improving the quality of life for residents. Economic 
Development staff promotes Charlottesville as a premier location for business and regularly works with 
entrepreneurs and existing businesses seeking to grow here. 

Contact: Chris Engel, CEcD, Director 
E-mail: engel@charlottesville.org  Website: www.charlottesville.org/econdev 

 


